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; T.HEE-....- 5 x 
HORRIBLE PERSECUTION. 


_ French Proteſt mts 


/ In the PROVINCE of 


_ Traly ſet forth by a Gentleman of” great Quality, 
| an Eye Witneſs of thoſe ſad Paſſages. 
In a Letter to a Worthy Friend of his at Canterbury, June 26, S,N. 16 L; 


, My Dear Couſin, | 


He good Air of France which I find .to conduce much to my. health, and the 
detire to ſee once more the goodly Countreys of the | South,: made: me: travel 
as far as Poitou, where I have much acquaintance of the beſt-fort.': Here was 

fiay'd by the horrible Tragedy which is now aGing in this -Provinice, .to de- 
firoy the Proteſtant Religion, and the ,Profeſſors thereot,, of - the middle ſort; which in 


ff 3 A . k J 


theſe parts are very numerous. My Heart is ſo full of it,-that I muf} £di-you what! 


have ſeen. | 10's |  eirhs 1 22 3BHt[ 1973] 
The great AQor in it is one Intendant Morjllat, who having rom! ithe!ipotent Jeſvic 
Father Le Cheſe,, the promiſes of the preſent. Life, and not: caring for. 'thoſe ob the Life 
to come, hath.laid upon the Reformed a-maſk heavy , Croſs, fuch-as :was-not kntiwn' finte 
the Reformation. For which he hath got about him a Choice of Hard hearted Villairs, 
expert to do- Miſchicf to good Men, Indidting ſome! of: Grimes, ne for 
Debts, loading all with Taxes. Thoſe hungry Oppreſlors; ace made. '«that they 
may raven and tear by Authority. - ,+: 4 ., mand tl oe toretl'N ©: 16H 

They are ſearching into the. Layes of Proteſtants :. If any:ofrthem twenty years before 
hath ſpoken ſome offentive Word, or given a Blow, there goeth out a Decree againſt 
him, He is Impriſoned in 8 dark Den, none bf his Friends.are: ſuffered to:come near him. 
He is put to.a_moſt refined kind of Inquiſition; \Fox though all. his. Fri be kepc 
from him, *he hath every day two forts of Vikters 3 Some. ipely kind and. merdi 
promiſe him Goods and Advantagts of the*World, if he will but go to Maſk. Some 
ſeverely telling him of the King's Abſolute Will, that there be but one Religion in his 
Kingdom: That if he remain obſtinate in the Herefie, there is no mercy for him, he 
mult look for the total Ruin of himſelf and his Family, after he hath been many Years 
ſuffering under the Condition of a Gally-Slave. Projects of ſevere Sentences axe given 
him to read, that he may ſee what a weight of Diſtreſs is hanging over his Head, rea- 
dy to fall on him and cruſh him. If theſe Arts ſhake not his Conftancy, he is left in 
his dark Den, where he hath Bread allowed him, but hardly enough to live. 


Others are ſyed for thcir [ebts, which axe mu le to (well nto _fearfulfe Opfts : 
The Creditor is never to -be fund hrtan he Dt Had whe ris wy its," Whilk 
the : poor Debtor is vexed with all the fre ydpy of the Law for not paying» The 
Lands of Debtors are extended fo s,* and” therinſelves put out of their Houſes. A- 
mong thoſe Exceſſes, they are haunted with evil Counſellors, offering to ſee the Debts 
paid, if they will forſake their Religion, the =_ way for them to be happy. % 

Another 


(2) 

Another Perſecution of the Proteſtants is by Taxes, ſo heavy that they fink urder the 
Burthen, Thoſe Taxes are Arbitrary, ſo that the taxed perlons never know What they 
muſt pay till it be demanded : And the Protcfiants whom they have made Collectors, are 
imp not beiog able tp pay for others, whom they had no power to diftrain. 

the Raskally fort of Tradeſmen will turn Papiſts, and then they will ſet a 
higher Rate upon their Work; but though they were diſliked as ill Workmen, when they 
are not employed by the Proteſtants, they will complain to the Jultices, who thereupon 
lay Muldts upon thoſe that will not employ them. : 

Finally, when all other tricks to pick Quarrels with Proteſtants are wanting, the laſt 
and nn to ns dey is uſed, which is to ſet Soulgdicrs upop them. There arc 
in Peitow four Troops t, who take Free Quartcr in Proteſtants Houſes, and uſe them 
as Enemies. Their Salute when they come in, is to curſe and revile the Mattcr and all 
his Houſhold, with che baſeſt Language. Anſwerably to that beginning they do their 
worſt to conſume and ſpoil the Goods of the Houſe, till chey have ruin'd the Owners. 
Their way to bring them to Church, is to drag them tied with Cords to their Horſes, 
and cudgel them es, to make them go. Neither do they make an end of their hor- 
rible Vi till they have made the Owners abandon their Houſes and Goods, or till 

have made them turn Catholicks. | 

or an increaſe of Cruelty, thoſe Violences are done when men are preparing for their 
Harveſt, which the Souldiers deſtroy. Do but imagine what Souldiers will do, when 
they are commanded to do all the harm they canz and what an Harveſt of Tears and La- 
mentations they leave to poor Families, when they have deſtroyed the Harveſt of their 

To theſe Cries and Lamentations of perſons perſecuted for the Goſpel,ſome are the more 
bitter Cries of others brought to the Brink of Deſpair by their Abjuration of .Gods 
Truth to'fave their Eſtates. Which criminous Act they now openly deteſt with a Flood 
of Tears. ween theſe two ſorts of Weepers, -a Voice of Lamentation and bitter Weeps« 
ing is heard in Poitow, as once in Rama: And the rect of the Text alluded unto, will ſhoxt- 
ly be for them and all the Proteſtants of France, Rachel Weeping for ber Children , and 
would not be comforted becauſe they are not , when the great declared Detign ſhall be 
put to farther execution, the getting of all the Children under Age from Proteſtant Pa- 
- rents. They have gotten too many of them already 3 and for the keeping of them, they 
exact ſuch heavy PenGons from the Parents, that nothing remains to them, bur their 
Hands to get a Living, | 

Notwi ing all this hard uſage, I ſee the generality of the Proteſtants reſolved to un- 
- dergo the dilmalleſt Tryals, as the Gallows, and the Fire, that they may Seal with their 
- Blood the Truth of their Glorious Redeemer. As thele Perſecutions on the one fide 
Chriſtians, on the other ſide they confirm them, putting them in mind, that Suf- 
fog are the Livery of a Chriſtian. 

t which is moſt happy for-the Proteſtant Party, is, that they are not accuſed of any 
Crime, and that never SubjeRts ſerved their King better, or were more ſubjected to his 
Will : Wherefore their Enemics durſt not accuſe them of any Violation of their Duty to 
the King: And they have this Comfort, that they ſuffer merely for Righteouſneſs ſake. 


So deal now with the ignoble or little Gentlemen. The Turn of the 
Great , among whom he that writ this Letter liveth, is not yet come; 
but they are in part nndone by the undoing of their Tenants. 
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